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At the  end  of  December* the   King   suffered
from a fresh attack, which promised to be fatal.
He was at Whitehall at the time, whilst Katharine
was at Greenwich, an unusual thing which attracted
much comment;  but whether she was purposely
excluded by Hertford from access to him or not,
it is certain that the Protestant party of which she,
the Duchess of Suffolk, and the Countess of Hertford
were the principal lady members, and the Earl of
Hertford and Lord Admiral Dudley the active leaders,
alone had control of affairs.     Gardiner had been
threatened with the Tower months before, and had
then   only been  saved by Norfolk's bold protest.
Now Norfolk was safe under bolts and bars, whilst
Wriothesley and Paulet were openly insulted by
Hertford and Dudley, and, like their chief Gardiner,
lay low in  fear of what was  to come when the
King died.1   They were soon to learn.   The King
had   been  growing worse   daily   during   January.
His legs, covered with running ulcers, were useless
to  him and in terrible torture.    His bulk was so
unwieldy that mechanical means had to be em-
ployed to lift him.    Surrey had been done to death
in  the  Tower for   high  treason,   whilst yet  the
King's stiffened hand could sign the death-warrant;
but when the time came for killing Norfolk, Henry
was  too far  gone  to place his signature to the
fatal paper.     Wriothesley, always ready to oblige
the strong, produced a commission, stated to be
authorised   by   the   King,   empowering   him   as
Chancellor to sign for him, which he did upon the
warrant ordering the death of Norfolk, whose head
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